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How to Download a Digital Book from the

NLS BARD Website

Before you begin, you need:

•
Email address (ex. Yahoo, Gmail) to register as an ID for the National Library Services BARD (Braille and Audio Reading Download) services.  

•
Password to access BARD – Go to https://nlsbard.loc.gov to apply.  

•
Dedicated USB (or flash) drive or NLS approved cartridge for downloading books (should not contain files other than other book or MP3 files).

•
If using a cartridge – a USB connecting cable to attach to the cartridge

•
Computer with either high speed or cable Internet access

•
Basic computer skills and understanding of .zip files

Additional support related questions can be forwarded to:

tbbcbard@njstatelib.org

1.
Go to the NLS BARD site at https://nlsbard.loc.gov   

Log in using your NLS username and password. Both the username and password are case sensitive.  (Selecting a digital book link from the NLS catalog will also allow you to initiate the download process.) 

2.
Once logged in, search for books by title, author, subject, or keyword.  Magazines are found by title or issue date.

3.
Select a book and click on the accompanying download link.

4.
A Window will open asking if you want to “Open” or “Save” the book.  

Select “Save”.

5.
A Window will open asking WHERE to save the select book.  The book file is a .zip file containing all the files of the selected book.  You must first save this file to your computer (NOT YOUR USB DRIVE OR BLANK CARTRIDGE).  Recommendation:  Create a dedicated folder for your downloaded books within your computer’s MY DOCUMENTS folder.  You can then use this folder each time you download a book.  After choosing a file/path to save the download file, click on the “Save” button.  A Window will open to show the download progress.  If the book or magazine you are downloading is not very long, the download process may be completed in just seconds.

6.
Locate the file saved in Step 5.  This book file is a compressed .zip file and it must first be unzipped or extracted before it can be used.  

•
RIGHT CLICK on the .zip file.  

•
Select “Extract All Files”.

•
An extraction wizard dialog will open.  Select “Next”. 

•
A prompt will appear directing you to select a folder to which files will be extracted.  RECOMMENDATION:  Unzip directly to the USB (flash) drive (or cartridge).  Select “Browse” and then indicate the drive to which the USB (or cartridge) is connected from within the new “Select a Designation” Window that opens.

•
 Select “Make a New Folder” and name the new folder in which you will unzip the files. RECOMMENDATION: Name the folder the first few words of the book title.

•
 Click “OK” and the “Select a Designation” Window will close.

•
 You will be returned to the Extraction Wizard window with your newly select designation directory path indicated.  

(CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE)

•
Select “Next” to begin the extraction process.  If a prompt appears requesting a password, select “Ignore” as the .zip file is not password protected. 







•
Deselect (uncheck) the box indicating “Show extracted files” after files have been unzipped. 

•
Select “Finish” to close the wizard function.  

7.
Read your book

•
Plug the USB drive into the side port of the digital talking book player.  The player should identify the book title and length then begin playing.

8.
 Bookshelf 

•
If you download more than one book to your USB drive, you may find and select the one you wish to listen to by pressing and holding the square, green Play/Stop button until you hear “Bookshelf”.  By using the RW (rewind) or FF (fast forward) keys on either side of the Play/Stop button, you can navigate to the title you wish to listen to.  The “User Guide” is listed in the “Book Shelf” mode along with your downloaded books.  Once you hear the book announced that you wish to listen to, press the Play/Stop button again and your book will begin playing.

9.  Update player firmware

•
Go to http://www.loc.gov/nls/DTBM to look for occasional updates to the player firmware.

•
Follow the listed instructions to update your player.


